
 
NEC/Tufts Double-Degree Program 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
New England Conservatory of Music and Tufts University offer a five-year (ten semester) double-
degree program providing curricular opportunities in music and liberal arts. The program leads to a 
Bachelor of Music degree from NEC and a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree from Tufts. 
It is a challenging but rewarding program for talented students who are prepared to make a commitment 
to both areas of study. 
 
Students may pursue majors in orchestral instruments, piano, composition, guitar, voice, jazz studies, or 
contemporary improvisation at NEC and concentrations in any area of the College of Arts & Sciences 
(except music) at Tufts. Major selection at Tufts is decided in the second year of study. Major selection 
should take required course schedule and calendar into consideration.  
 

Costs 
 
Students are charged according to Tufts’ undergraduate tuition (including the Tufts Activity Fee). Those 
living at Tufts must subscribe to Tufts’ health and insurance services and pay Tufts’ room and board; 
those living at NEC must take NEC’s health and insurance services and pay NEC’s room and board. 
Students living at NEC will not be expected to pay the Tufts Student Health Fee. Students who 
demonstrate comparable coverage in other insurance policies may waive the insurance portion of the 
package at either school. 

 
Admission and Financial Aid 

 
Applicants must complete admission and financial aid applications at both institutions. Although Tufts 
awards financial aid for double-degree students, it occasionally happens that, at the time of acceptance, 
some double-degree applicants choose to enroll only at NEC. For that reason, applicants should be sure 
to complete and file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), as well as send the NEC 
Financial Aid Application to NEC’s Office of Financial Aid. For applications, catalogs, and other 
information, applicants should contact both schools. 
 

Communications to Students 
 
NEC provides student mailboxes in the basement of the main building for in-house mail. Students 
should regularly check their mailboxes, as well as departmental and ensemble bulletin boards, to stay 
up-to-date with important events and information at NEC. During Orientation, students must give NEC 
and Tufts Registrars’ Offices their local mailing addresses and phone numbers. Student should notify 
both NEC and Tufts of any change in local addresses and phone numbers. 
 

 
 

 



 
Housing 

 
First-year and sophomore students normally live on the Tufts campus, since they take the majority of 
their courses there. Exceptions must be approved through your Advising Dean at Tufts. Third-, fourth-, 
and fifth-year students may request Tufts dorm rooms, move into other Tufts housing, request rooms in 
NEC’s Residence Hall, or obtain off-campus housing. 
 

Winter and Spring Vacations 
 
Since NEC’s spring semester classes usually begin before those at Tufts, students may arrange, through 
Tufts’ Residential Life office, to return to Tufts early and stay in designated dorms. Student may make 
similar arrangements during Tufts’ and NEC’s spring vacations. No meal plans, however, are offered 
during vacation periods. 
 

Transportation 
 
Tufts and NEC are about seven miles apart. It takes about one hour to go from one school to the other 
using public transportation, about 45 minutes by car during rush hour, and about 30 minutes by car 
during light traffic times. Parking at NEC is available by meter or garage only. Students are encouraged 
to purchase MBTA Student Passes and use the Tufts/SMFA Shuttle for transportation between the 
campuses. 

 
Public Transportation 

From Tufts to NEC: 
Take the Red Line from Davis Square to Downtown Crossing and the Orange Line to Mass. Ave. 
OR 
Take the Red Line from Davis Square to Park and the Green Line (E train) to Symphony or Northeastern 
OR 
Take the 80 bus to Lechmere, then the Green Line (E train) to Symphony or Northeastern 
 
From NEC to Tufts: 
Take the Green Line from Symphony or Northeastern to Lechmere, then the 80 bus to Tufts 
OR 
Take the Orange Line from Mass. Ave. to Downtown Crossing, then the Red Line (outbound) to Davis. 
 
Tufts is a ten-minute walk from Davis Square, or you can take the Tufts campus shuttle, the 96, or the 
94 bus up College Ave. to Tufts. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
 

Residence Requirement 
 
Double-degree candidates must be full time between the two institutions (and pay Tufts’ full-time 
tuition) for ten semesters. One or two semesters may include study abroad. Interested students should 
speak with their studio teacher at NEC and their academic advisors at each institution. In special 
circumstances, some students may be approved to complete both degrees in fewer than ten semesters, 
but this is a rare exception. Students wishing to pursue this option must petition both Tufts and NEC 
Deans offices. Students who transfer into the dual program are required to be enrolled full-time for five 
years (ten semesters). Tufts and NEC must confer the two degrees at the same time.  
 

Advising 
 
At NEC, Academic Advisors Laura Messina and Yukii Ntumba serve as advisors throughout the BM 
degree. Studio teachers also serve as informal advisors; in some departments, department chairs serve in 
this capacity.   
 
At Tufts, an Associate Dean of Undergraduate Advising will serve as pre-major advisor for the BA/BS 
degree until the middle of the fourth semester when they choose advisors within their fields. They also 
serves as administrative coordinator for double-degree students throughout the five years, advising in 
areas of housing, academic calendar, and scheduling between the two schools. 
 
Each student’s five year academic plan in the Tufts/NEC program is highly individualized.  A sample 
outline of the five year program is attached to this document; however, students construct their 
individualized plan during the first year of the program. Students should expect to continually revise 
their plan due to course schedules and course availability. Often, students have more coursework at 
Tufts in the first year, a balance between Tufts and NEC in years two - four, and more coursework at 
NEC in the fifth year.  Students are required to meet with their advisor at least twice a year before 
registering for the next semester but often meet more frequently.   
 
NEC’s peer advisor leaders (PALs) and Tufts’ host advisors are students in the double-degree program 
who offer advice to double-degree students. They meet with new students during Orientation, give 
general information about the program, and help with scheduling and registration. This helps to establish 
a cohort within the program and connects all students participating in the program. 
 

Registration and Add/Drop Procedures 
 
NEC allows double-degree students to register before other undergraduate students to reduce the risk of 
scheduling complications resulting from closed classes. Tufts also allows double-degree students 
priority registration times during each registration period. Adding or dropping classes at both schools 
must be done within the designated add/drop periods.  



 
 

 
 

Curriculum 
 
Double-degree students are expected to complete the curriculum requirements of their chosen major at 
NEC and at Tufts within the five year program. At NEC, students must complete a minimum of 84 
credit hours which includes requirements in studio, ensemble, chamber music, music history, music 
theory, entrepreneurial musicianship, core department requirements, promotionals, and recital. NEC’s 
credit per course differs depending on the course and numerical credit totals are dependent on the major. 
Specific curriculum requirements are presented at the end of this document. 
 
Tufts Required Curriculum 
 
Students fulfill most liberal arts requirements and all Tufts major requirements at Tufts.  Students 
complete 72 Semester Hour Units (SHUs) at Tufts. These credits include foundation, distribution 
requirements, and major requirements. 
 
Foundation and distribution requirements include (some courses may double count for multiple Tufts 
requirements): 

 
writing   2 courses/6 SHUs 
foreign language 6 courses/approximately 18-24 SHUs* 
world civilization 1 course/3 SHUs 
humanities 2 courses/6 SHUs 
social science 2 courses/6 SHUs  
math 2 courses/6 SHUs 
natural science 2 courses/6 SHUs 
 

* Foreign language requirement may be fulfilled with 6 courses in one language, or 3 in one and 3 in 
another, or 3 in a language and 3 in a single culture (except students majoring in Vocal Performance at 
NEC) 
 
Credit may be granted toward fulfillment of foundation and distribution requirements in any area on the 
basis of AP credits, International Baccalaureate, or college courses taken prior to enrollment. Students 
will be contacted in July from the Tufts advisor regarding credits and foreign language placement 
exams. 
 
For additional information, students should consult the NEC Academic Catalog, the Tufts Bulletin for 
the year students enter the program, and their advisors for an individualized academic plan. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
NEC Required Curriculum 
 

§ Studio Instruction   3-5 credits per semester; 24-40 total 
 

§ Ensemble     6-8 credits 
Students are expected to participate in large ensemble at NEC or Tufts in all 10 semesters of the 
program although only 6-8 are required. For piano majors, 6 ensemble credits are required and 4 
of those 6 must be fulfilled at NEC.  For most performance majors, 8 semesters of large 
ensemble are required.  More than half or 5 of these 8 must be fulfilled at NEC.  Students may 
not register simultaneously for ensemble at both schools. Students should check with their 
academic advisors before taking a semester off from ensemble or if they plan to substitute a 
Tufts ensemble for the NEC ensemble. 
 

§ Departmental Requirements Dependent on major 
 

§ Free Electives    Dependent on major 
 

§ Music History   8-10 credits 
NEC requires 10 credits of music history for all BM programs. Students may take 1 music 
history course at Tufts as a substitute for 1 of the required elective courses. Substitutions must be 
approved by the chair of NEC’s music history department and the student’s NEC advisor before 
students may enroll in Tufts music history courses. Students may not substitute Tufts courses for 
NEC’s introductory course.  
 

§ Music Theory    16-21 credits 
Most majors must take 21 credits of Music Theory in Music Literacy & Musicianship “MLM” 
(I-IV) and Analysis & Composition “AC” (I-IV).  Jazz and Contemporary Improvisation majors 
are only required to take 16 credits of MLM (I-II) and AC (I-IV).  All students will participate in 
placement exams at the start of their program.  Students who place out of introductory courses 
will be required to take upper level music theory electives to fulfill the credit requirement.  
Substitutions from Tufts are not permitted.  
 

§ Entrepreneurial Musicianship   1 credit 
Completed in their 3rd, 4th, or 5th year. 
 

§ Chamber Music   Dependent on major 
Must be completed at NEC.  Substitutions are granted only by permission from NEC academic 
advisor and Dean of the College. 
 

§ Promotional    0 credits 
Students participate in a promotional (juried performance) at the end of every year. 
 



 
§ Recital     2 credits 

Students are required to perform a recital and pre-recital in final year for 2 credits.   
 

Sample Curriculum 
 
Each student’s five-year academic plan in the Tufts/NEC program is highly individualized. This sample 
outline of the five-year program is to demonstrate how the two programs may be completed. However, 
all students construct their own individualized plan with their academic advisors at both institutions to 
meet all department specific requirements. Students should expect to continually revise their plan due to 
course schedules and course availability. Often, students have more coursework at Tufts in the first year, 
a balance between Tufts and NEC in years two - four, and more coursework at NEC in the fifth year. 
Students in the program are highly successful in completing both degrees in five years.  
 

First year 
Fall Semester Spring Semester 
TUFTS: 
Writing requirement 
Foreign Language 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music Literacy & Musicianship I 
Analysis & Composition I 

TUFTS: 
Writing requirement 
Foreign Language 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music Literacy & Musicianship II 
Analysis & Composition II 
Promotional 

 
 

Second year 
Fall Semester Spring Semester 
TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Foreign Language 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music Literacy & Musicianship III 
Analysis & Composition III 
Departmental course 

TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Foreign Language/Culture 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music Literacy & Musicianship IV  
Analysis & Composition IV 
Promotional 

 
 



 
Third year 

Fall Semester Spring Semester 
TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Foreign Language/Culture 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Introduction to Musical Styles (MHST 111) 

 

TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Foreign Language/Culture 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music History Elective 

Promotional 
 

 
 

Fourth year 
Fall Semester Spring Semester 
TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music History elective 

Departmental requirement 

TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Distribution/Elective 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble 
Music History elective 

Departmental requirement 
Promotional 

 
 

Fifth year 
Fall Semester Spring Semester 
TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Concentration requirement 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble (optional) 
Music History elective 

Departmental requirement 

TUFTS: 
Concentration requirement 
Concentration requirement 
 
NEC: 
Studio 
Ensemble (optional) 

Departmental requirement 

Recital 
 


